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father. Sir Henry Sidney's affairs wore seriously
involved. The Crown refused him substantial aid, and
kept him to his post at Ludlow Castle. Yet, at the
beginning of 1583, we find Philip again in waiting on
the queen; presenting her with a golden flower-pot,
and receiving the gracious gift of a lock of the royal
virgin's hair. In January Prince Oasimir had to bo
installed Knight of the Garter. 'Philip was chosen as
his proxy, and obtained the honour of knighthood for
himself. Henceforward he takes rank as Sir Philip
Sidney of Penshurst.

Never thoroughly at ease in courtly idleness, Philip
formed the habit of turning his oyoH westward, across
the ocean, towards those new continents where wealth
and boundless opportunities of action lay ready for
adventurous knights. Frobishor's supposed discovery of
gold in 1577 drew an enthusiastic letter from him. In
1578 he was meditating some "Indian project." In
1580 he wrote wistfully to his brother Robert about
Drake's return, "of which yet I know not the necrot
points; but about the world ho hath boon, and rich he
is returned." In 158:2 his college friend, Richard
Hakluyt, inscribed the first collection of his I'tH/nt/M with
Sidney's name. All things pointed in the direction of
his quitting England for the Now World, if a mutable
occasion should present itself, and if the queen should
grant him her consent During the spring of If>83
projects for colonisation, or plantation an it then wan
termed, were afloat among the west country gentlefolk,
Sir Humphrey Gilbert and his half-brother Walter
Ealeigh, with Sir Croorge Peckham and oihorn, thought
of renewing the attempts they had already made inance on hisrned
